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Annual Report Summary

In our 2023 Annual Report, we are proud to share the journey of the Perth Amboy Free
Public Library over the past year, reflecting our commitment to our mission. At the core
of our mission is the aspiration to create a vibrant and welcoming space that provides
equitable access to resources, knowledge, and technology for all members of our
community. We remain dedicated to empowering individuals to explore their interests,
pursue their passions, and develop the skills necessary for success in the 21st century.

As we reflect on the year's achievements, we see our mission come to life in numerous
ways. The foundation of our success is rooted in our continuous efforts to expand and
evolve. We have embraced the changing needs of our community and responded with
agility and innovation, aiming to make a meaningful impact. Here are some of the key
highlights from the past year:

1. Enhanced Programming Space: We have taken significant steps to create inviting
spaces within our library, with a focus on new programming areas in both the adult and
children's sections. These spaces are designed to foster collaboration, creativity, and
community engagement.

2. Expanding Resources: Our commitment to providing access to knowledge is
exemplified through the expansion of our research and support databases. We have
introduced valuable resources like Brainfuse, Mango Languages, and Kanopy, ensuring
that our patrons have the tools they need for learning and personal growth. These new
resources are a part of the 40 educational and resource databases available to the
Perth Amboy community.

3. Strengthened Staff Capacity: We recognize the importance of investing in our team.
By expanding staff capacity and offering professional development opportunities, we
aim to provide the best possible service to our community.

4. Enriched Programs: Our library has grown with an increased range of educational and
cultural programs for both children and adults. We have also introduced new initiatives
like ESL and Citizenship courses, and our first-ever 12-week summer program.
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Annual Report Summary
Continued...

5. Volunteer Program: We are excited to announce the development of our volunteer
program, which provides community members with the opportunity to engage actively
in supporting our library's mission.

6. Technological Advancements and Security: We have made significant technological
improvements to better serve our patrons while ensuring the security and privacy of
their data.

7. Community Partnerships: Our commitment to community engagement is evident in
our partnerships with the Perth Amboy Public Schools, local businesses, and
community stakeholders. These collaborations enable us to extend our reach and
impact.

In this annual report, we invite you to explore the detailed accounts of these
accomplishments and learn about the lives we've touched and the community bonds
we've strengthened. The Perth Amboy Free Public Library is not just a place of books;
it's a place where dreams take flight, curiosity thrives, and knowledge knows no bounds.

Thank you for being a part of this remarkable journey, and we look forward to
continuing to serve you and our community in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Joel Rosa
Library Director
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Enhanced
Programming Space

Through strategic reorganization of books and extensive weeding process of
outdated books, we've created inviting library spaces, particularly in new
programming areas for adults and children. These spaces promote collaboration,
creativity, and community engagement. Additionally, we've established a media
space for digital presentations, social gatherings, and movie nights.
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Supplemented
Educational Databases

With the Library’s dedication of empowering the community through resources that
foster academic studies, language proficiency, and career development, we adopted
online databases such as Mango Languages, Brainfuse, and Kanopy. Mango
Languages supports language acquisition, Brainfuse facilitates academic support,
and Kanopy provides a platform for educational videos. These initiatives reflect the
library's commitment to enhancing individual growth and equipping community
members with the tools needed for academic and professional success.

TOPLS

Explore a
world of

cinema with?LONE . X

Tell your
storyina
new language.

Get help

homework | finding a
HeleOW JObNOW

: Free online career assistance
Free online tutoring for all learners. for all stages of job hunting.

«education,

* housing,

- hedlthcare,
+employment,
-and more

Davved 0!!@ z’w?“

ey caved require)

PERTH AMBOY FREE PUBLIC 2023

LIBRARY 70




Strengthened Staff
Capacity

The Perth Amboy Library strategically identified and welcomed skilled librarians,
including Luke Vista and Jay Oliver, through a meticulous process. A staff selection
committee coordinated the drafting of job postings, resume evaluations, and
comprehensive interviews. Recognizing the importance of community
understanding, the new staff underwent specialized training to align with local
needs, contributing to effective program and resource development. Their fresh
ideas, diverse experiences, and passion for community education enhance the
library's capacity to serve and inspire.
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Expanded Innovative
Programs

This year we held 101 library events and programs for the entire community. In
addition, through engaged patrons, we’ve been able to expand our list of subscribed
patrons that assists the library to effectively communicate program opportunities.
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Strengthened The
Library’s Volunteer
Program

The library has significantly strengthened its volunteer program by introducing the
role of a dedicated Volunteer Coordinator, emphasizing the engagement and
development of volunteers. This strategic approach has resulted in a robust
community of 117 registered volunteers who actively contribute to various library
programs and initiatives. Volunteers have played integral roles in activities such as
story time reading, crochet classes, book clubs, and events like the Hispanic
Heritage celebration and Halloween Program. Their involvement extends to the
reorganization of the library, including the relocation of books to new shelves,
showcasing the impactful collaboration between volunteers and the Perth Amboy
Library in enhancing community engagement and support.
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Implemented
Surveilance Cameras

The Perth Amboy Library has proactively addressed long-standing public safety
concerns by implementing state-of-the-art security cameras in collaboration with
the Perth Amboy Police Department. With strategic placement at 17 key locations
throughout the library, these cameras have significantly enhanced public safety for
both staff and patrons. Since their installation, the library has witnessed a
substantial decrease in public safety concerns, marking a successful and impactful
measure in creating a secure environment for everyone.
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Curated Documents &
Restored Historic Photo

The library, dedicated to preserving and promoting local history, curated periodicals
for use in programs aimed at educating Perth Amboy residents. Curated documents
encompass Black History, Latino History, and Urban Economic History. Additionally,
the library successfully restored an original still shot of Thomas Mundy Peterson.
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Enhanced Computer
Accessibility

The Perth Amboy Library has expanded computer access for patrons through
successful efforts, including a donation request to the Piscataway Library. Following
a letter of interest submitted to Piscataway Library, we received a generous
donation of 11 Dell Laptops, leveraging their recent computer upgrades.
Additionally, we enhanced computer availability in the children's library by
repurposing two desktop computers, previously used by staff and upgraded. These
initiatives underscore our commitment to providing increased and improved
technology resources for the benefit of our library patrons.
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Established
Collaborations With
Local Organizations

The Perth Amboy Library has achieved significant success through collaborative
efforts with various local organizations. This fruitful collaboration has focused on
building awareness and developing workshops for the community. Partnerships
have been established with notable entities such as Perth Amboy Public Schools,
Middlesex College, YMCA, Hackensack Meridian Hospital, Alameda Healthcare
Center, Spring Creek Healthcare Center, PNC Bank, Chase Bank, JJ Elek Realty, Petra
Best Realty, and Perth Amboy USPS, among others.
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Boosted Library Holder
Memberships

Through various forms of engagement including promotional campaigns, community
collaborations, social media marketing and our streamlined registration process, the
library has registered 812 patrons as new cardholders in 2023. We look forward to
serving our new patrons with library services, resources and support.

The Perth Amboy Library had 812 New Users across all patrons types
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Charting the Library’s
Success into the future

In closing, the Perth Amboy Library is proud to reflect on the remarkable progress
detailed in this Annual Report. From the expansion of programming spaces to the
enhancement of educational programs and resources, our commitment to the
community's growth is unwavering. Our strides in ensuring public safety,
strengthening staff capacity, and fostering collaborations underscore our
dedication to excellence.

Looking ahead, the library envisions an exciting future. Our goals include developing
a history research center, initiating a transformative library construction project,
onboarding a bilingual children's librarian to broaden accessibility, and establishing
a creative space for media development. As we embark on this journey, we are
inspired by the continuous support of our community and remain steadfast in our
mission to provide a vibrant hub for learning, innovation, and cultural enrichment.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who have contributed to our achievements
including the Library Staff, Library Board of Trustees, our volunteers, the Friends of
the Perth Amboy Library, Mayor Helmin Caba and his Administration. We invite you
to join us on this journey of growth and exploration. Together, we are shaping a
dynamic future for the Perth Amboy Library, where knowledge knows no bounds,
and possibilities are limitless.
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